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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

11 (Qirrently amended) . A tool comprising 


a first ft^ctional instrument including a first handle having a viewing window first mariner , 

and 

a second fWictional instrument including a second handle having a surface and a second 
marker that is essentmlly flush with the surface and fits into the viewing window . 

the first func^onal instrument engaging the second functional instrument to form a 
composite instrument, 

the first handle lAating with the second handle when the first functional instrument is 
engaged with the second insmiment forming a composite handle, 

the marker being visiMe within the viewing window first and second marlffirs being locat e d 
in a pre determin e d visual alignment when the composite handle is formed, and 

at least one of the first handle and second handle being comprised of material that 
indicates whether at least one o\ the first functional instrument and the second functional 
instrument has been heat sterilized. 

12 (Previously amended). A t^ol according to claim 11, wherein the indication whether at 
least one of the first functional instrument and the second functional instrument has been heat 
sterilized comprises a deformation of at least a portion of the material. 

13 (Currently amended). A tool according to claim 12, wherein the deformation prevents 
location of the first and second markers within the viewing window in the prc - det e rmmcd visual 
alignment . 

14 (Currently amended). A tool comprising 

a first functional instrument including a fust handle having a viewing window first marl^r , 

and 

a second functional instrument including a second handle having a surface and a second 
maffeer that is essentially flush with the surface and fits imp the viewing window . 

the first functional instrument engaging the seoond functional instrument to form a 
composite instrument, 

the fint handle mating with the second handle whe\ the first functional instrument is 
engaged with the second instrument forming a composite handle, ' 
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the marker being visible within the viewing window first and second niarl«?rs Jatnng located 
in a pr e determined visual alignm e nt when the composite handle is formed, and 

at least one of the first handle and second handle being comprised o^/material that indicates 
whether at least one of the first functional instrument and the seconcl/functional instrument has 
been sterilized by least one of radiation and sterilization chemicals. 

15 (Original). A tool according to claim 14, wherein ^-Ke material changes colors when 
exposed to at least one of radiation and sterilization chemicals^ 

16 (Previously amended). A method of accessing hone which utilizes the tool of claim 11. 

17 (Original). A tool according to claim 11, wl^in the indication comprises a color 
change in at least a portion of the material. 

18 (Original). A tool according to claim/12, wherein, subsequent to the deformation of at 
least a portion of the material, the first handle does not completely engage the second handle to 
form the composite handle. 

19 (Original). A tool according/fo claim 11, wherein the indication comprises a change in 
the physical composition of the material. 

20 (Original). A tool according to claim 12, wherein, subsequent to the deformation of at 
least a portion of the material, th^ first functional instrument does not completely engage the second 
functional instrument to fonimie composite instmment. 

21 (Original). A to®! according to claim 14, wherein the indication comprises a change in 
the physical composition o/the material. 

22 (Qirrently amended). A tool comprising 

a first instrum^t including a first handle having a viewing window first mariner , and 
a second instrument including a second handle having a surface and a second marker that is 
essentially flush with the surface and fits into the viewing window . 

the first handle mating with the second handle to form a composite handle, 
the marker being visible within the viewing window first and second mariners being located 
in a pre determin e d visual alignment when the composite handle is formed, and 

at le^t one of the first handle and second handle comprising material that indicates whether 


It le; 
)nje ( 


at least one of the first or second instruments has been sterilized. 
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23 (Original). The tool of Qaim 22, wherein the material indicates that at least one/cif the 
first or second instruments has been sterilized using heat. X 

24 (Original). The tool of Qaim 22, wherein the material indicates that ari^t one of the 
first or second instruments has been sterilized using steam. / 

25 (Original). The tool of Qaim 23, wherein the material indicates/that at least one of the 
first or second instruments has been sterilized in an autoclave. / 

26 (Original). The tool of Qaim 23, wherein the material uraicates that at least one of the 
first or second instruments has been sterilized using superheated sxeam. 

27 (Original). The tool of Qaim 22, wherein the m^^rial indicates that at least one of the 
first or second instruments has been sterilized using a gasy 

28 (Original). The tool of Qaim 27, whereiiyme material indicates that at least one of the 
first or second instruments has been sterilized using^ vaporized liquid. 

29 (Original). The tool of Qaim 22, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the 
first or second instruments has been sterilizecrusing radiation. 

30 (Original). The tool of Qainy22, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the 
first or second instruments has been stenlized using chemicals. 

31 (Original). The tool of Qlaim 30, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the 
first or second instruments has be^ sterilized using eth)4ene-oxide. 

32 (Original). The too/ of Qaim 22, wherein at least a portion of the material changes color 
in response to sterilization. 

33 (Original). Th^^tool of Qaim 22, wherein at least a portion of the material deforms in 
response to sterilization > 

34 (Qirrently amended). A tool according to claim 33, wherein, subsequent to the 
deformation of at least a portion of the material, the first handle does not completely engage the 
second handle to/form the composite handle, preventing location of the first and s e cond markers 
within in the viewing window pre determined visual alignm e nt . 

35 (Original). The tool of Qaim 22, wherein at least a portion of the first or second 
instrument deforms in response to sterilization. 

3^^ (Qirrendy amended). A tool according to claim 35, wherein, subsequent to the 
deformation of at least a portion of the first or second instrument, the first instrument does not 
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completely engage the second instmment to forai the composite instrument, preventm^ location of 
the first and second markers within in the viewing window pre determined visual ahgnmcnt . 

37 (Currendy amended). A tool according to claim 35, wherein/subsequent to the 
deformation of at least a portion of the first or second instrument, th^ first handle does not 
completely engage the second handle to form the composite handle, printing location of the 6f=st 
and second markers within in the viewing window pre determined visml alignment . 

38 (Original). The tool of Qaim 22, wherein at least portion of the material changes 
physical composition in response to sterilization, 

39 (Original). The tool of Qaim 32, wherein at leas/ a portion of the material changes color 
during the sterilization process. 

40 (Original). The tool of Qaim 22, wherein/flie material comprises a chemically sensitive 
pigment. 

41 (Original). The tool of Qaim 22, wherein the material comprises Lustran™ material. 

42 (Original). The tool of Qaim 14, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the 
first or second functional instruments has been sterilized using a gas. 

43 (Original). The tool of Qaimyi4, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the 
first or second functional instruments has been sterilized using a vaporized liquid. 

44 (Original). The tool of ^aim 14, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the 
first or second functional instruments has been sterilized tising eth)dene- oxide. 

45 (Original). The tooLof Qaim 14, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the 
first or second functional instruments has been sterilized using a radiation source. 


